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Introduction

The default login screen for the FirstClass client does not identify users with their own FirstClass 

system.  System administrators can use the FirstClass Designer application to modify the default 

login form to add their own background graphic and colours.

The Default Login Screen

Here is what the default login screen looks like.
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Two different examples

Here are two examples of the possibilities.
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The Process
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Login Form - Form ID #138

All FirstClass forms must have a unique ID.  You can create your own forms, but you can also 

replace or modify reserved FirstClass forms and push them out to your users, thus overriding the 

built in forms that FirstClass uses in the FirstClass Client.

The Examples.fc file and Form ID #138

Normally, one would open the examples.fc file that ships with FirstClass designer and modify the 

form in question.  However, the Login form is special and if you were to try and modify this form 

and push it out to your users, you may find that your results are unpredictable.
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Custom Form ID 138

It will be easier for you if you use the supplied form template as shown above and modify it as 

shown in the following steps.  What has been removed from this template is the Work Offline button 

(no longer supported) as well as the Advanced collapsible field and the two image fields.  It is the 

collapsible field control that is the primary field that needs to be removed to ensure a successful 

customization.

You can download this form from http://bit.ly/MKvX66

http://bit.ly/MKvX66
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The Form Fields

Not all of the fields on the form are required.  For example, you can remove the entire "Log i as:" 

section if you do not permit guest access.  Similarly, you can remove the Save Button.  The other 

fields are not necessarily required, but are certainly useful.

In particular, I make note of the following 4 fields

1. The Status field (shows the connectivity progress)

2. More status information.

3. Server address - (the same value that is set in the Setup > server field)

4. The selection list that allows you to switch from one server settings file to another.
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Adding a Background Image

The main reason for creating a custom login form is to create a custom background so that your 

users can identify with your organization.  The first step is to create an image that will act as the 

background for your login form

Create a Background Image

Using your image editor of choice, create an save an image that can act as the background image 

for your login screen.  You can save the image as a png or jpg image. Above are two different 

examples.  Note the different orientation. 

Note: Make sure you know the dimensions of your image.
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Adding a jpg image to your resource file

Using the provide LoginTemplate.rez as your starting settings file, open it in FirstClass Designer 

and drag your jpg image on to the open settings file.

Drop the image anywhere on the resources list view.

This will create a new category called jpeg and place your image within that category.
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Adding a PNG image to your resource file

If you are adding a PNG image you must drag and drop on to the PNG section and NOT the PNG 

Icons section
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Add an Image viewer field to the form

Open your FirstClass Login Form and expand the window slightly as shown then select Image 

Viewer from the Fields > Graphics menu

Open the Field Attributes form for the Image Viewer Field

1. Click on the blank space to the right of your expanded form to drop the Image Viewer field on 

the form.

2. Open the field attributes form for this object
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Modify the Field Attributes for the image

1. Set the Top field to 0

2. set the Left field to 0

3. Set the Height to the height in pixels of your image

4. Set the Width to the width in pixels of your image

Set the Image and resize the form

Double-Click on the Image Viewer field and you will be able to select your imported image.

Resize the form so that the edges of the form match the edges of the image viewer field.
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Send the image viewer to the back

Select the image viewer field and choose Send Field to Back from the Arrange > Draw Order 

menu
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Rearrange and remove any extraneous fields

With your background in place, you can now rearrange any fields so that they will be better 

displayed and represented on your form.

You can hold the <CTRL> key down on a Windows computer or the <CMD> key down on a Mac to 

select multiple fields at once.



FirstClass DocumentationCustom Login Screen - 17

Modify Text Colours

Now that you have your background image in place, you can modify the text colours to better 

display over your background.

The sample login form has all text fields set to black.

Set the Foreground Colour

Select any field and open the field attributes form.

Click on the Size/Colors tab and set the Foreground color for the field.

Note 1: You can ignore the background colour field as all of the fields are set to have a 

transparent background so as to let the background image show through.

Note 2: Don't forget to change the colour of the three fields that currently have no text being 

displayed.
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The completed Form

Here is an example of a completed form with modified text and button colours.

Example 2

Here is another example where the "Login As: fields have been removed as well as the Save 

button
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Deploying to Users
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Distribution Considerations

Your new Login form can be pushed out to all users via the "All Desktops" group or one of your 

user groups so long as the group has been set to Desktop View.

It is important to realize that once the new login form has been pushed out to users, the form will 

be merged with the user's logged in settings file.  If the user moves to another computer that has 

not yet had the new login form merged, the default login screen will be displayed.

The All Desktops Group

The all desktops group by default has the Views/Resources field set to Default Template View.  

This means that whenever any user logs in, any custom resource that is stored in the Resources 

folder for this group will be pushed out to all users and merged with their logged in settings file.  To 

push out the custom login form to all users, upload the custom resource file to the Resources 

folder of this group.
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A User Group Distribution

If you wish to distribute a login screen out to a specific user, then you can upload the custom login 

settings file in the resources folder for that group.

That group must have the Desktop layout to Desktop View.

Caution 1: Setting the Preference to this group to Desktop View will also mean that any 

background that has been associated with the model desktop for this group will also be assigned 

to those users logging in.

Caution 2: Once the login form has been pushed out, it is now merged with the current login 

settings file.  All users, regardless of group membership using this settings file will see the new 

login form until it is flushed from the cache.
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